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The Cultural Identity of Chinese Students Majoring in
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　　　This paper examines cultural identity based on the life stories of two Chinese university stu-
dents, and the changes that occur within them in the process of studying the Japanese language and 
living abroad in Japan as Japanese-major students. 
　　　The result of the case studies shows that before studying Japanese, the students’ image of Ja-
pan was a combination of positive images based on Japanese popular culture, and negative images 
fueled by historical knowledge and a history of territorial disputes. Through studying Japanese, how-
ever, the cultural identities of the students were actualized, and changed due to environmental influ-
ences and interpersonal relationships while studying abroad. Japanese-major students became aware 
of their cultural identity through studying the language, and understanding the historical and political 
background behind the culture. By looking at their own culture and its background, they experience 
a reconsideration of their view of Japanese culture. This is a process towards “tertiary socialization” 
while having a critical cultural awareness. It is necessary to consider from a position other than Utili-
tarianism, whether the Japanese language education in China can contribute to the growth of learners 
as human beings, or on the other hand, it exposes the various possibilities arising from the political 
aspects of language education. 
　　　The research discusses and considers the meaning of education from a perspective of identi-
ty by dissecting university level Japanese language education in China, and the change in goals and 
methods it may face in the future.
